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 OVERVIEW 

On June 12, 2025, the Vietnamese Government issued Decree No. 133/2025/ND-CP, 

introducing an important structural reform in the administration of science and technology, 

notably in the field of intellectual property (IP). The Decree outlines the delegation and 

decentralization of state management tasks from central authorities—principally the Ministry 

of Science and Technology and the IP Office of Vietnam (IP Vietnam)—to provincial-level 

People’s Committees. The reform takes effect from July 1, 2025, and will be piloted until 

March 1, 2027. 

This initiative is part of a broader national strategy to enhance administrative efficiency and 

expand access to IP services across regions. It also reflects Vietnam's growing commitment to 

modernizing its IP infrastructure and aligning with international standards under treaties such 

as the TRIPS Agreement and the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific 

Partnership (CPTPP). 

 

 



 

DELEGATION AND DECENTRALIZATION DEFINED 

Decree No. 133 introduces two distinct mechanisms for transferring authority: delegation and decentralization. Delegation refers to the 

transfer of full authority and responsibility to local governments, granting them autonomy to manage designated tasks. Sixteen tasks fall 

under this category, including the recognition of industrial property representatives and the processing of license registration applications. 

On the other hand, decentralization entails the assignment of responsibilities to local bodies, while central authorities continue to retain 

supervisory and directive powers. Sixty-two tasks fall into this category, encompassing activities such as issuing certified copies of 

protection titles and organizing professional examinations. The significant difference between the number of decentralized and delegated 

functions reveals a measured approach by the Government, aimed at maintaining national consistency while enhancing the capacity of 

local authorities. 

IMPLICATIONS FOR IP STAKEHOLDERS 

For IP rights holders and legal practitioners, this shift presents new opportunities as well as challenges. Many administrative procedures, 

such as registering license agreements, issuing compulsory licenses, and recognizing IP representatives, will now be managed by provincial 

governments. Applicants must identify and work with the appropriate provincial authority—usually the local Department of Science and 

Technology—and adapt to evolving administrative procedures. 

For foreign rights holders, the need for collaboration with local IP representatives becomes increasingly critical. These representatives will 

provide invaluable support in understanding regional variations and ensuring compliance with the new framework. 

THE SUPERVISORY ROLE OF THE MINISTRY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

Despite the decentralization of various tasks, the Ministry of Science and Technology retains an overarching supervisory role. It will issue 

regulatory guidance and monitor implementation nationwide to preserve coherence and consistency. The pilot implementation period 

provides a buffer to evaluate the effectiveness of the reform and make necessary adjustments. Stakeholders should stay alert to any 

province-specific updates and prepare for further regulatory developments after the pilot ends in March 2027. 

BENEFITS AND STRATEGIC OUTLOOK 

Decree No. 133/2025/ND-CP is expected to bring tangible benefits by reducing processing times, lowering administrative costs, and 

expanding the accessibility of IP services across local communities. By empowering provincial governments, the reform also supports the 

development of regional innovation ecosystems and contributes to the growth of Vietnam’s knowledge-based economy. 

RECOGNITION OF NEW LEGAL CONCEPTS IN IP ADMINISTRATION 

Another notable advancement introduced by the Decree is the formal recognition and distinction of the concepts of delegation and 

decentralization in the legal system, especially within the field of science and technology. This marks a significant evolution in Vietnam’s 

governance model. 

 



CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, Decree No. 133 signifies a turning point in Vietnam’s administrative and intellectual property policy. It reflects the 

Government’s resolve to improve public service delivery while upholding legal and procedural integrity. As the reform unfolds, IP 

stakeholders, both domestic and international, are encouraged to stay informed, responsive, and proactive in adapting their compliance 

strategies to align with Vietnam’s dynamic legal and administrative environment. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Disclaimers:  

This material is provided for informational purposes only. The provision of this material does not create an attorney-client relationship 

between the firm and the reader and does not constitute legal advice. Legal advice must be tailored to the specific circumstances of each 

case, and the contents of this article are not a substitute for legal counsel. Do not take action in reliance on the contents of this material 

without seeking the advice of counsel.  

The information contained in this article may or may not reflect the most current legal developments. Accordingly, information in this article 

is not promised or guaranteed to be correct or complete and should not be relied upon as such. Readers should conduct their own 

appropriate legal research. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT  

  
Please contact Daitin & Associates if you require any further information or 
guidance in the procedures of acquiring, protecting intellectual property rights 
in Vietnam | Cambodia | Laos | Myanmar | Thailand | Philippines | Brunei | 
Indonesia. 
info@daitin.com.vn | www.daitin.com.vn  
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